
League of Women Voters of Pullman Observer Report 

Name of Agency:  Port of Whitman County      Date:  09/16/21 
Observer Reporting:  Carolyn Joswig-Jones         Length of Meeting:  1’ 45” 

Members Present:  Commissioners:     Karl Webber (District 1) 

                              Kristine Meyer (District 2) 

                              Tom Kammerzell (District 3)  

                                 Staff:

Joe Poire - Executive Director (ED) 

Kara Riebold - Chief Operating Officer (COO) 

Debbie Snell - Properties & Development Manager 

Brenda Stav - Finance Director 

Sarah Highfield - Communications Director 

Kalvin Johanson - Special Projects 

Seth Woolson / Frank Chmelik - counsel from Chmelik, Sitkin & Davis Attorneys at Law 

 

Others Present (i.e., media, public):  

Shaun Dareshi – Palouse Regional Transportation Plan 

Steven Peterson – Assessment study for the Port, Professor of Economics at UI 

Alex McGregor – The McGregor Company 

 
WPPA (Washington Public Port Association) 

POWBAC (Port of Whitman Business Air Center – airport in Colfax) 

PIP (Pullman Industrial Parks East and West) 

PNWA (Pacific Northwest Waterways Association) 

NWRP (Northwest River Partners) 

SWEDA (Southeast Washington Economic Development Association) 

USACE (United State Army Corps of Engineers) 

RCW (Revised Code of WA) 

Community Economic Revitalization Board (CERB) 

 
Business pertaining to League Positions or topics of interest:  (See below for full report of meeting) 

• Port is assessing the feasibility of profits made outside of the county to lower taxpayer levy.  

• Eastern Washington Legislative Tour (EWALT) Agenda Update: October 10 – 12, 2021 – On Pause 

• Port’s Greenhouse Gas Policy 

 

To view Meeting Agenda, Minutes and all supportive materials follow this link: 

https://portwhitman-web.s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/meetings/agendas/2021-09-16/2021-09-
16%20Agenda.pdf 

The commissioners and staff met in person at the Port office for the meeting.  They put masks on for the 

meeting.  They have a new “Owl” camera that gives a fisheye view of the people in the room, and it focuses on 

the person that is talking, also.  Very cool. 

 

Commissioner and Staff Updates:  

Commissioner Webber spoke of the Center for Inclusive Entrepreneurship, a state funded organization that 

helps people develop business models and startup plans.  It’s a free service. Offers 4x2hour classes.  Port may 

look to them for collaborative opportunities.   

Commissioner Webber spoke of the Job Skills Program hiring a regional coordinator in Oct.  This group helps 

companies in developing skills.  Works with local companies like the Meter Group and others.  

Sarah Highfield has been out on maternity leave but will be returning soon.   

 

OLD BUSINESS: 

10:30 a.m. - Levy Concept Economics Presentation, Steve Peterson 

Mr. Peterson is a professor of economics at UI and has worked with the Port over the last 20 years.  He 

presented an assessment of “a concept that could be used to evaluate the benefit of projects that occur 

outside of Whitman County,” a subject that Commission Webber presented during a past commission 

https://portwhitman-web.s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/meetings/agendas/2021-09-16/2021-09-16%20Agenda.pdf
https://portwhitman-web.s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/meetings/agendas/2021-09-16/2021-09-16%20Agenda.pdf


meeting.  Mr. Peterson stated that Ports touch on many regional industries and that by reaching outside of our 

county would be equivocal as the saying “rising tides raise all boats.”   His assessment shows the Port of 

Whitman County to be a net tax generator and that it is growing regional economics statewide and outside of 

state beyond just agriculture and WSU as in the past.  His assessment led into the Levy workshop.  There 

are some screen shots of the presentation attached below.   

 

      2022 Initial Budget Workshop – Levy 

Background – “As part of the budget process, the Port must establish the amount of property tax revenue 

needed, otherwise known as the levy amount. The levy amount is the total amount to be collected from the 

taxpayers by a taxing district.” 

“The commission discussed the options for setting the 2022 Levy.”   
1. 1% increase  
2. If implicit price deflator (IPD) is below 1%:  

a. Use IPD rate  
b. Adopt a resolution of substantial need for the full 1%  

3. Bank capacity for future years; determine portion to bank  

See agenda for a more detailed explanation.  There was some discussion about possible rebate/reduction or 

lowering the 2022 levy.  The Port functions with taxpayer dollars and from generated profit.  It was my 

understanding the Commission decided to stay with the normal 1% as usual until they come to understand 

more about all that was discussed.  For future consideration, if the Port reaches outside of the county and 

makes money, the Port can lower the levy rate.   

Public Works Board Broadband Application – Applicant Certification  

Staff looking into more funding applications for broad band.  Commission motioned to approve one grant 

application discussed. 

 

NEW BUSINESS:  

Greenhouse Gas Policy 

The commission was presented with a draft and was to adopt a policy for strategies to “manage and reduce 

energy and fuel consumption and greenhouse gas emissions.”  The drafted policy is modeled after 

requirements the Port already fulfills but it needs to be adopted before some funding is released.  

Commission Kammerzell requested more time to review, and it will again be on the agenda for the next 

meeting in Oct.  Draft can be seen in the Port agenda using the link above.  

 

POWBAC Aviation Fuel Station 

“Staff has been working with the new owners of Interstate Aviation to locate a fuel station at POWBAC. 

Interstate Aviation is the fixed base operator (FBO) at the Moscow Pullman Regional Airport. Interstate 

would like to partner on locating a fuel station at POWBAC and has completed preliminary work to put 

together a fuel station using an existing tank they own.” 
 

Tekoa Mountain Fiber Build Bid Results 

A motion was made and passed to award on the Tekoa Mountain Fiber Project for the final easement to 

Summit Utility Contractor. 

 

Upcoming Meetings 

• Pioneer Ports Meeting, 9/20/2021, Perkins House, Colfax, WA 

• WPPA Environmental Seminar, 9/23-24/21, Union, WA 

• POWBAC Fly In, 9/25/2021, 8:00 am – Noon 

• PNWA Annual Convention, 10/19-21/21, Vancouver, WA 

• WPPA Small Ports Meeting, 10/21-22/21, Leavenworth, WA 



 
Screen Shots of some of the Levy Concept Economics Presentation by Steve Peterson 

 



 
 



 


