
League of Women Voters of Pullman Observer Report 

Name of Agency:  Port of Whitman County      Date: 02/04/21 
Observer Reporting:  Carolyn Joswig-Jones  Length of Meeting: 1’ 20” 

Members Present/Absent:          

Commissioners:  Karl Webber (District 1) 

Kristine Meyer (District 2) 

Tom Kammerzell (District 3)  

Staff:

Joe Poire - Executive Director (ED) 

Kara Riebold - Chief Operating Officer (COO) 

Debbie Snell - Properties & Development Manager 

Brenda Stav - Finance Director 

Sarah Highfield - Communications Director

Seth Woolson, counsel from Chmelik, Sitkin & Davis Attorneys at Law 

 

Others Present: James Darling – Port consultant presenting Petrichor overview  

 
WPPA (Washington Public Port Association) 

POWBAC (Port of Whitman Business Air Center – airport in Colfax) 

PIP (Pullman Industrial Parks East and West) 

PNWA (Pacific Northwest Waterways Association) 

NWRP (Northwest River Partners) 

SWEDA (Southeast Washington Economic Development Association) 

USACE (United State Army Corps of Engineers) 

RCW (Revised Code of WA) 

 
Business pertaining to League Positions or topics of interest:  (See below for full report of meeting) 

• ID Congressman Simpson is releasing a Dam Breaching Plan with a $32 Billion Fund tomorrow, 

Feb 5th.  The Port is very much in opposition of this plan stating much of it points to changes in WA 

but not so much in ID.  There may be opportunity for public comment?  

• Petrichor LLC continues to grow broadband within Whitman County and neighboring counties.   

• Port makes alternative plans for the Snake River Family Festival dated for May 22.  

• Palouse Knowledge Corridor (PKC) is asking the Port to become a supporter along with WSU, IU, 

Whitman County and Latah County. 

• Port to seek help from lobbyist Rick Desimone, former chief of staff for Senator Patty Murray, to have a 

voice in preparing a near future broadband funding opportunity.   

 

To view Meeting Agenda, Minutes and all supportive materials follow this link: 

https://portwhitman-web.s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/meetings/agendas/2021-02-04/2021-02-
04%20Agenda.pdf 

 

Port of Whitman County Commissioners Meeting took place via Zoom and teleconference. The Port is back to 

all online meetings since Governor proclamation.  Port staff, if in the office were behind closed doors. 

 

 

Commissioner and Staff Updates:  

Comm Kammerzell reported helping to write a letter from Pacific Northwest Waterways Association to the 

Columbia-Snake River Irrigators Association to discourage them from “flipping sides” on their stance to 

supporting the breaching of 2 dams in response to an environmental impact statement. This letter includes 

signatures from 25 entities like IPNG(?), Washington Association of Wheat Growers, WA of Grain Growers, 

and McGregor to name a few.     

 

https://portwhitman-web.s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/meetings/agendas/2021-02-04/2021-02-04%20Agenda.pdf
https://portwhitman-web.s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/meetings/agendas/2021-02-04/2021-02-04%20Agenda.pdf


OLD BUSINESS: 

Employee Manual Revision 

Commission adopted to revise Port Employee Manual to offer supplemental benefits to Port employees to 

supplement the benefit paid by Washington Paid Family Medical Leave. 

 

Legal Counsel 

Commission approved Chmelik, Sitkin & Davis Attorneys at Law as legal counsel to the Port for a one-year 

appointment. 

 

Petrichor 

James Darling, consultant for the Port, and Ms Riebold, Port COO, presented an assessment of Petrichor’s 

Contract/Management to the commission.  They spoke to the performance of Petrichor and of the Port’s 

investment and involvement in broadband.  Basically, Petrichor is a fruitful investment that is bringing 

critical infrastructure to Whitman County and is helping other ports by “blazing the trails” in broadband.  At 

almost the midway point of the first 3-year commitment, it is projected to continue to bring revenue to the 

Port and will bring value to the citizens of the county with telecom connectivity, services, and partnership 

opportunities.   

  

NEW BUSINESS:   

2021 Snake River Family Festival 

The staff proposed an alternative plan to this usual in-person festival which was scheduled for May 22, 2021.  

It may look something like this: “The first 500 people to register for the 2021 festival via an online form 

would receive a coupon for free ice cream and a festival goodie bag at the Boyer Park & Marina convenience 

store, redeemable throughout the month of May.”  This plan will still encourage people to enjoy Boyer Park 

safely.   

 

Palouse Knowledge Corridor (PKC)  

Commission approved to move forward to gather information on what is involved with becoming a supporter 

of PKC for an annual requested amount of $25,000.  Commission would like to see a proposed budget from 

PKC to show deliverables and a scope of work for use of funds requested.   

Washington State University: $37.5K/yr committed for 3 years 

University of Idaho: $37.5K/yr committed for 3 years 

Whitman County: $10K/year committed for 2 years 

Latah County: $12K/year committed for 1 year (They have been consistently investing since the 

formation.) 

 

Federal Lobby Request 

There is a Federal broadband funding opportunity that will be rolled out in the next few months and the 

Port wants to request having a voice in the rule making process and designing of the program.  The 

commission approved for staff to seek help from lobbyist Rick Desimone, former chief of staff for Senator 

Patty Murray. 

 

Snake River PNWA 

ID Congressman Simpson is releasing a Dam Breaching Plan with a $32 Billion Fund tomorrow, Feb 5th.  

The Port is in opposition of this plan and is working on making a statement to attach to a press release that 

the PNWA has in the works.  Attached below are Simpson’s plans in part, Infographs and messages in 

response to Simpson’s plans which were provided by Comm Kammerzell via the Port.  

 

Upcoming Meetings 

• Spokane Ag Show (Pacific Northwest Farm Forum), February 23-25 (revised date) via Zoom 

• Pacific Northwest Waterways Association Inland Empire Regional Meeting, March 2 via Zoom 

• Pacific Northwest Waterways Association Mission to Washington, March 15-18 via Zoom  



These are the first two pages of a PDF which contains screen shots of the plan presentation that Comm 

Kammerzell provided.  If interested I can send you the full PDF with 19 slides. 

 
 

 

 



 



 
 



 
 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


