


What is Voting?



Ways we “vote” in our everyday lives



Who can vote?
All citizens over the age of 18 
can and SHOULD vote



Who is a citizen?
Anyone born in the United States or;
Anyone who has at least one parent who is a citizen or;
Anyone who is a naturalized citizen



What does it 
mean to 
‘naturalize’?

! Immigrants to the United States 
can become citizens but it is hard

! Forms
! Fees
! Interview with citizenship 

test
! Civics test on American 

Government and 
History

! Basic English test 
demonstrating the 
ability to read, write, 
and speak



The Civics Test:

• What is the supreme law of the land?
• The US Constitution

• How many amendments does the Constitution have?
• 27

• When was the Declaration of Independence adopted?
• 4 July 1776

• Who was the first President?
• George Washington

• How many stars are on the US flag and what do they stand for?
• 50, one for each state



Is voting the same 
in every state?

• The writers, or “framers”, of the Constitution did 
not write the word “voting” anywhere!
• The Constitution originally left the decisions about 

who gets to vote and how that voting will happen up 
to each individual state

• That means that today, there are fifty different 
ways that elections are conducted!
• The Good:

• The complexity of having 50 different systems means 
that it is very difficult to steal an election!

• Five states, including Washington, use all mail-in 
voting

• The Bad:
• Unlike Washington State, in states where voting is not 

by mail, state laws can make it more difficult for 
voters without transportation to go and vote in 
person

An old leather 
ballot box that 
carried ballots 
from Pittsburg 
landing on the 

Snake River to the 
Imnana Bridge.



What offices do we vote 
for?



Even though every 
eligible voter should vote, 
not everyone does…

• One of the most common excuses is, “My vote 
doesn’t count so why bother?”
• HOWEVER: last year (2023) in Endicott, 

one of the town council positions was 
decide by only THREE votes!

• Historically, the 19th Amendment (giving 
women the right to vote) was ratified in 
Tennessee (the last state needed to make it a 
national law) by ONE vote!



What do you need to 
do to vote?

• Register
• In Washington, when you get 

your driver’s license at 16, you 
will be asked if you want to 
register to vote—easy!
• Thus, you can “pre-

register” meaning before 
you are 18 years old, and 
then vote once you are 
old enough



Pay 
Attention!
• The signature you put on your 

driver’s license follows you 
throughout your life when you 
register electronically
• If you need to update your 

voter registration, you can do 
so at www.voteWA.gov

• That signature is how the voting 
system ensures that your ballot is 
really yours
• The main reason that ballots 

are rejected is because of a 
mismatch between your 
signature on the ballot and 
your signature in the electronic 
system

• The election office will contact 
you if your ballot is rejected so 
that you can fix or “cure” it

http://www.votewa.gov/


How do we vote in Washington?

Vote by mail
• No stamp needed!
• 18 days to turn in your ballot!
• Your ballot arrives in the mail & has 

three parts:
• The ballot
• The security envelope
• And the return envelope

TRACK YOUR BALLOT:
https://www.myvote.wa.gov 

https://www.myvote.wa.gov/


What is on a ballot?
• We can vote at the 

Federal Level:
• President
• 2 Senators
• 1 Representative (1 of 

10 for the State of WA)
• Whitman County is in 

District 5



What is on a ballot?
• We can vote at the: 

State Level
• Executive branch (9 

offices)
• legislative branch (1 

Senator and 2 
Representatives for 
each district)
• Whitman County is in 

District 9 out of 49 
districts in the state



What is on a 
ballot?

• We can vote at the: 
Local Level
• Local government 

(County officials, City 
Council, Mayors, 
School Board, and 
other Boards)



What ELSE is 
on a ballot?

• We can vote for special 
rules:
• Initiatives
• Referendums

• We can vote in Special 
Elections:
• Levies
• Bonds



The Federal 
Government—The history 
of the vote



The Constitution Gives 
to The Separate States 
Control over The Vote…
• Article I  Legislative Branch
• Section 4 Congress
• Clause 1 Elections Clause
• The Times, Places and Manner of 
holding Elections for Senators and 
Representatives, shall be prescribed in 
each State by the Legislature thereof; but 
the Congress may at any time by Law make 
or alter such Regulations, except as to the 
Places of choosing Senators.



Who could vote?
Only 6% of the 
population

•White, male, property 
owners, who pay taxes 
on that property…



Except in 
New Jersey, 

Connecticut, and 
Pennsylvania where 

free black men could 
vote.



But that 
didn’t last…
New Jersey 
and 
Pennsylvania 
changed 
their minds 
between 
1792--1838



1792-1856: Property 
ownership no longer 
needed

Thanks to the removal of the 
property ownership requirement, in 
the Presidential election of 1840:

80% of white men in the country 
voted!



The Civil War 
Amendments: 
1865-1870

• 13th Amendment Abolition of 
Slavery
• 14th Amendment Equal Protection 

of the Law, Natural Born 
Citizenship
• 15th Amendment Black men to 

vote



Westward 
Expansion

1869—1917
• Wyoming adds white 

women vote first
• Then the Western 

Territories: Utah, 
Washington, Colorado, 
Idaho, California, Oregon, 
Nevada, Montana add 
women

• Non-western territories: 
New York, Oklahoma, 
South Dakota add women 
too



The 19th 
Amendment—
Women’s Vote



Citizenship—
The Key to 
The Vote



Citizenship—
The Key to 
The Vote



Expanding the 
Vote



Methods of Suppressing the Vote

1870 1964



Methods of Suppressing the Vote

1870—The 15th Amendment 1965—The Voting Rights Act



Expanding the Vote—If you can go to war, 
you should be able to vote!



Improvements in the 
Voting Rights Act:

• 1975—Translated voting information

• 1982—Ease of access assistance for 
Americans with disabilities

• 1986—Overseas military and citizens

• 2000—Previous felons after sentences 
completed



Threats to the expansion of voting rights:

2010 Citizens United vs. Federal 
Election Commission

2013 Shelby County vs. Holder

https://www.oyez.org/cases/2008/08-205
https://www.oyez.org/cases/2008/08-205
https://www.oyez.org/cases/2012/12-96


League of 
Women Voters: 
3rd Annual 
Visual Arts 
Competition

On-line application form: https://lwvpullman.org/docs/art%20competition/civics%20education/Visual_Arts_Competition/

https://lwvpullman.org/docs/art%20competition/civics%20education/Visual_Arts_Competition/

